Lamb & Beef
Finishing

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

PGG Wrightson Seeds provides trusted,
proven and innovative performers backed
by exciting new technology and extensive
Research and Development.
› We have been helping Australian farmers achieve their goals for over 80 years.
› We deliver market-leading technologies, advice and systems fit for a wide range of
farming operations and climatic conditions.
› We work closely with various local and international partners, breeding programmes
and retailers to improve productivity.
› We have experienced Sales Agronomists across all Australian states and territories.
› Purpose built cold storage facilities to ensure endophyte percentages are maintained.
› All PGG Wrightson Seeds varieties go through vigorous testing with animal grazing
trials incorporated into plant breeding.
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Introduction
At PGG Wrightson Seeds we believe that growing and optimising stock
performance is generated from growing and utilising as much high-quality
feed as cheaply as possible on farm. This is why we have developed several
products and tools that farmers can use to optimise not only total farm
system performance but also down to the individual paddock. Along with
the PGG Wrightson Seeds products our team have a wealth of expertise
to help farmers optimise farm profitability from leading pasture and crop
technologies available to the market. Farmers must look at their entire system
and select which options will meet their needs.
The number of days required for lamb/beef to transition from weaning weight
to target market weight is largely determined by the quantity and quality of
the forage and its ability to deliver the specific protein and energy required for
optimum daily liveweight gain.
This Lamb & Beef Finishing Flyer covers just some of the forage options
available from PGG Wrightson Seeds to give your livestock the best
opportunity to achieve optimal growth and carcass weights while increasing
the potential return to you.

FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCE ANIMAL GROWTH RATES
There are many factors which can influence the growth of an animal. Some of these factors we can control and others
are not completely understood. There are a number of factors to consider and understand to ensure the best possible
outcome to optimise liveweight gain per hectare. The diagram below is a summary of these factors.
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DRY MATTER INTAKE: BEEF AND LAMB
Dry matter intake is probably the most important factor which dictates the overall growth of an animal. It is
important to note that although we can target a high utilisation of crop and pasture, this can come at a cost
to live weight accumulation. The lower the grazing residual in a crop or pasture sward the more energy the
animal must use to consume the forage offered. Farmers need to accept that live weight gain comes at a cost, this
cost is wastage. This is the necessary evil when it comes to grazing crops for live weight gain and also the most common
mistake, not allowing enough crop per animal for adequate consumption for growth – also known to some as vitamin F
(Feed).
For the most effective gains we must allocate enough crop (dry matter) per head correctly. To allocate correctly,
we must measure the crop accurately to know how much total feed, dry matter, is on offer. Once yields are calculated
farmers can optimise stocking rate and live weight gain per hectare. With lambs we assume 7% of live weight as a
target daily offered intake (this includes wastage) so a 30kg LWT lamb would require 2.1kgDM/day. With beef, we assume
7% of live weight as a target daily offered intake (this includes wastage) so a 250kg LWT steer would require 17.5kgDM/
day.
To maximise liveweight gain we must also ensure the animal is consuming high amounts of quality feed
(upwards of 11 MJ/ME). This is achieved by growing high value crops like brassicas, legumes or herbs. By feeding
high quality crops, the finishing system will be more efficient as animals have a higher energy intake per kilogram dry
matter intake. This results in a slight advantage in stocking rate when compared to old summer pastures.

Grazing management

1
2
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SET
STOCKING

If it is not practical to utilise a rotation, instead of
shifting at regular intervals animals can stay on the
crop/pasture for a fixed period of time. Take a yield
assessment prior to grazing to work out a stocking rate
that will calculate the right number of animals for the
required time.

STRIP
GRAZING

If using a strip grazing method with cattle or sheep,
and multiple grazings are required (Titan forage rape
or Pallaton Raphno®), back fencing grazed areas and
managing good residuals is critical to protecting regrowing plants due to the risk of treading damage and
over grazing.

ROTATIONAL
GRAZING

CATTLE
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LAMB
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Take advantage of your high quality forage’s regrowth
ability by setting up a rotation - this is the best way to
achieve the highest number of grazings over a season.
Divide the total area of crop/pasture into blocks and
use a rotation length of 28-40 days, depending on
your area and climatic conditions (growth rates will
vary depending on environmental conditions)

EXAMPLES OF FORAGE CROPS TO
USE IN A ROTATIONAL GRAZING
SYSTEM ARE:
› Pallaton Raphno®
› Appin leafy turnip
› Lucerne (Stamina® range)
› Clovers (red and white)
› Puna II
› Rocket Fuel

Strip grazing and beef (The basics)
To maximise the potential of your crop and optimise stock
performance, ensure cattle are transitioned onto any new
forage. Sudden unrestricted access can upset the balance
of rumen microbes resulting in poor animal performance,
causing issues such as scouring and acidosis.
Strip grazing allows feed to be allocated more accurately
and increase overall crop utilisation, crops will also be
utilised more efficiently by cattle when long narrow breaks
are offered rather than short wide breaks.

› Tetraploid pastures (Reward Endo5)
› Tropical pastures

Strip grazing tips for beef

GRAZING MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION FOR BRASSICA CROPS

› Make a feed management plan that considers the
nutritional needs of the grazing animal to achieve the
required weight gains.

Rotational grazing and lambs

› Consider the dry matter content, nutrient composition
and metabolisable energy in different feeds.

› D
 ry matter yield the crop and stock with lambs
so demand matches feed supply. Low stocking
rates increase risk of lambs eating just leaf for
the first few days of grazing, increasing the risk of
photosensitisation.
› If stocking rate is high, leaf will be consumed quickly,
forcing lambs to eat petiole and stem that contains
low levels of chlorophyll thereby, reducing risk of
photosensitition. If stocking rate is too high though, it
impacts on live weight gain.

› Take a yield assessment prior to grazing which can be
used to calculate break size and dry matter intake.
› A gradual transition to crops is important, transition
cattle onto crops over 7-10 days.
› Ensure stock are vaccinated 10-14 days before grazing a
forage crop.
› Give cattle access to water at all times.
› Feed extra fibre prior to and while grazing forage crops.

› If crop risk factors are high, consider on/off grazing of
lambs onto pasture on day one and day two of each
new break of crop until leaf is starting to be removed
from the crop, exposing petiole and stem.
› O
 ffer an alternative feed source such as standing
pasture, baleage or hay.

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au
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TRUE Grazing tolerant lucerne
NEW

Stamina

Torrens GT8

Legumes

(8)

LUCERNE

Uses

Beef

Dairy

Sheep

Hay

Silage

Sowing rate
5-25 kg/ha

Ready to Graze
90-120 days

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 350mm p.a

Torrens GT8 NEW highly winter active
grazing tolerant lucerne
Grazing tolerance and winter activity the ultimate combination
Torrens GT8 is the first grazing tolerant, highly winter active lucerne to be released to the Australian market*.
This product was selected from highly winter active survivors in grazing tolerance trials at Leigh Creek (Victoria)
and Gundagai (New South Wales). With a high leaf to stem ratio and fine stems it produces high quality forage
for premium hay production or grazing.
›
›
›
›
›
›
›

The FIRST highly winter active grazing tolerant Lucerne*
A true dual-purpose lucerne
Strong resistance to most lucerne pests and diseases
Premium quality hay (high leaf to stem ratio)
Suitable for a wide range of farming systems
Ultra persistent under grazing with improved traffic tolerance
Suited to dryland and irrigated systems

“The new Torrens GT8 is an exciting, highly winter active lucerne for the PGG
Wrightson seeds portfolio. In recent grazing tolerance trials, it was a true standout
for persistence and ground cover compared to other winter active lucerne cultivars.
After 2 years of consistent periods of set stocking, Torrens GT8 was the only highly
winter active lucerne remaining. This gives farmers confidence that while grazing
during times of feed shortages, Torrens GT8 can persist. ”

Isaac Berry
National Product Development Manager
PGG Wrightson Seeds

*Torrens GT8 is the first highly winter active, grazing tolerant lucerne to be released to the Australian market that has been tested under the
Internationally recognised Standard Test Protocol for grazing tolerant lucerne.

6

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Uses

Beef

Dairy

Sheep

Hay

Silage

Sowing rate
5-25 kg/ha

Ready to Graze
90-120 days

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 350mm p.a

The ultimate choice for grazing tolerant lucerne
Stamina® GT5 is a high performing lucerne variety that
will produce quality hay and grazing opportunities for
seven to ten years. While grazing for lamb finishing
should be rotational grazing, Stamina GT5 is a true
grazing tolerant lucerne which has been trialled over
many years under the internationally recognised
Standard Test Protocol for grazing tolerant lucernes.

› Produces excellent quality feed for grazing and hay
› Has good overall resistance to most
lucerne diseases
› A semi-dormant grazing tolerant lucerne
› Ultra persistent under grazing

The first grazing tolerant lucerne for the Australian market
Stamina® GT6 combines useful winter growth, great
persistence and the ability to tolerate set stocking of
sheep (though set stocking is not recommended for
lamb finishing). It provides excellent yield and quality
during warmer growing months.

› Excellent yield
› High quality feed for grazing and hay
› A grazing tolerant lucerne that is semi-dormant

Stamina GT6 was the first lucerne released for
Australian farmers trialled under the internationally
recognised Standard Test Protocol for grazing
tolerant lucernes.

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au
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Grasses
ANNUAL
RYEGRASS

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
15-50 kg/ha

Grasses

diploid Italian ryegrass

ITALIAN
RYEGRASS

Uses

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
45-70 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 500mm p.a

Beef

Sowing rate
10-30 kg/ha

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
45-70 days

Hay

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 500mm p.a

Maintain quality late into
the season with Ascend, the
upgraded replacement to
Winter Star® II

Proven performer

Ascend was selected by plant breeders for its exceptional
seedling vigour and ability to provide valuable forage from early
winter through until late in the growing season. With improved
rust tolerance, Ascend maintains high leaf quality enabling
excellent pasture utilisation as well as silage and hay quality
during the spring and summer months.

› Exceptionally fast to establish
› Even growth over the season
› Regrowth into the second season is very good,

›
›
›
›

Exceptional seedling vigour
Improved early winter production
High rust tolerance
Maintains quality late into the season

Silage

Concord® II is an outstanding Italian ryegrass with exceptional
speed of establishment. It delivers increased winter production
and solid seasonal dry matter production with the ability to carry
through to the second year where conditions allow.

given favourable conditions
› Excellent disease resistance

“We get 4 or 5 good grazings from
Concord II and then we cut it twice
for silage. Even on the second cut it
is lush and highly palatable.”
“We have found Concord II fits into
our system well. It has continued
to grow into its second year filling
the autumn feed gap giving us feed
when it is needed the most.”
Gary Haddon
Busselton, Western Australia
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Grasses

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
8-25 kg/ha

Grasses

phalaris

TALL
FESCUE

PHALARIS

Uses

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
70-110 days

Hay

Beef

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 600mm p.a

A market leading, summer active
tall fescue
Quantum II changed the landscape in the continental tall
fescue market. With its rapid establishment, increased animal
acceptance (due to low aftermath heading) and high disease
resistance, it is widely recognised as a market leader. It continues
to offer Australian farmers outstanding productivity gains over
conventional tall fescues.
Quantum II is ideally suited to farms looking for quality feed
through the summer months.

› Excellent winter dry matter yields
› MaxP® endophyte protects against African Black
Beetle attack
› Improved leaf softness, disease resistance and digestibility
› Reduced aftermath heading further enhances
productivity and quality

Sowing rate
0.5-4 kg/ha

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
85-110 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 500mm p.a

Bred for Australian farmers
Confederate phalaris is a new winter active phalaris that is best
suited to 500mm+ rainfall and heavier soil types. It has a similar
growth habit to Sirosa and Holdfast. The selection criteria was
for strong winter activity combined with low alkaloid production
and improved late season growth.
As a companion species, Confederate phalaris can be sown
with legumes to improve feed quality and increase animal
productivity.

›
›
›
›

Excellent dry matter production
Improved disease resistance
Prefers rotational grazing, tolerates periods of set stocking
Excellent companion with legumes

“Quantum II produces when ryegrass
can’t and cattle and sheep love it.
The modern fescues are so much
better and softer than older types,
and it performs all year round.
We will use more Quantum II across
the farm.”
George Shea
Tasmania

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au
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Grasses
PERENNIAL
RYEGRASS

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
20-30 kg/ha

Blend

blend

Uses

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
55-85 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 650mm p.a

The versatile perennial allrounder
Reward is a new generation tetraploid perennial ryegrass with
Endo5 endophyte bred for the Australian farmer. Reward is
ideally suited to a broad range of farming systems including
sheep for lamb finishing. It is very late maturing which means
it produces high quality feed for longer, especially at times
when feed is needed most. Reward has excellent persistence
and dry matter production, improved rust tolerance and Endo5
endophyte for broad spectrum pest control (no Lolitrem B the
main toxin that causes ryegrass staggers)

› High dry matter production
› Quality feed as a tetraploid ryegrass
› Bred for low aftermath heading

“Reward is the best perennial ryegrass
that we have used and the late
flowering allows it to maintain quality.”
Kirk Wagner
Tasmania
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Rocket Fuel
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Beef

Sowing rate
13 kg/ha

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
56-75 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 600mm p.a

Out of this world performance
Rocket Fuel is a proprietary seed blend consisting of chicory,
red and white clover. It produces a leafy, high quality feed
over spring, summer and autumn when traditional pastures
can decrease in quality. This versatile blend can be sown as a
specialist finishing crop or a high protein milking option. Use as
a 6 month or 2 year crop depending on farm system and grazing
management. Suitable for a wide range of environments Rocket
Fuel offers an excellent animal performance package.

› Highly palatable
› Excellent feed for high liveweight gains in lambs and cattle
› Provides high quality feed through spring, summer
and autumn
› High protein option for lamb and beef finishing
› Grass can be sown into an established Rocket Fuel paddock

Legumes
RED
CLOVER

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
2-8 kg/ha

Legumes

medium leaf white clover

WHITE
CLOVER

Uses

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
70-110 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 600mm p.a

Superior persistence and
production
Astred red clover has consistently performed in many areas
of Australia showing excellent persistence in various grazing
management systems. Astred was selected for low levels of
oestrogen, reducing the risk of fertility problems in breeding
animals. Astred is truly flexible making it suitable for a lamb
finishing system and high quality hay production.

›
›
›
›

Quartz

High quality feed
Excellent dry matter production
Excellent persistence
Suitable for high quality hay

Beef

Sowing rate
1-4 kg/ha

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
55-110 days

Hay

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 750mm p.a

Productive year round performer
As a replacement for Bounty, the new Quartz medium leaf white
clover is an excellent yielding, persistent white clover that has
broad adaptability across environments and farm systems.
It performs well under sheep grazing management. It has been
bred for higher yield and increased stolon density resulting
in greater persistence. Quartz had been bred from the same
programme that produced high performing clovers including
Legacy.

› Improved persistence due to high stolon density
› Excellent dry matter yields
› Suited to lamb and beef finishing systems

WANT CLOVERS WITH THAT?
Use performance bred, proprietary clovers as part of a balanced diet to improve animal health, pasture performance,
dry matter production and provide all round quality feed.
Looking for the perfect clover to create a high performing mix? Ask us how on Facebook or contact your local
PGG Wrightson Seeds Sales Agronomist today!

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au
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Chicory

Brassicas
LEAFY
TURNIP

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
1-10 kg/ha

Uses

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
56-75 days

Silage

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 500mm p.a

Produces highly nutritious feed
from spring to late autumn
Puna II is a true perennial chicory bred for improved animal
performance. It delivers premium quality feed and a high dry
matter yield. Puna II is ideally suited to lamb finishing systems
due to its semi-erect growth habit. It has a fast regrowth after
grazing, especially if rotationally grazed.

› Highly palatable
› Good disease resistance and insect tolerance
› Excellent drought tolerance

Beef

Sowing rate
1-4 kg/ha

Dairy

Sheep

Ready to Graze
42-70 days

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 600mm p.a

The flexible, multi-graze option
Appin leafy turnip has a very high initial growth rate up until first
grazing. Tops can be grazed initially, then regrowth of leaf and
bulb will occur after a short spell.

› T ops and bulbs are highly palatable for sheep and cattle
› E xcellent option for quick winter feed
› R e-grazing in 30 days is possible if initial grazing is
managed well

“The Appin gave us about 50% extra
dry matter and a bulk of high quality
feed in early autumn. Milk production
immediately went up 1 litre per cow
when the cows grazed the Appin/
ryegrass mix.”
Bruce Halloway
Allansford, Victoria
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Uses

Beef

Dairy

Sowing rate
8kg/ha

Sheep

Ready to Graze
56 days

Rainfall/Irrigation
Minimum 600mm p.a

First new forage brassica species in Australia since the 1980’s.
Increase your liveweight production per hectare with Pallaton
today!
Pallaton Raphno® is a raphanobrassica, a hybrid between Brassica oleracea (kale) and Raphanus sativus (radish).
It is high yielding and offers flexible grazing as early as 56 days after sowing, but can be deferred up to 100 days
after sowing. It is persistent under multiple grazings and has shown high palatability to stock. With efficient use of
water and aphid tolerance it is perfect for many farming operations.
› High yielding
› Strong plant persistence under multiple grazings
› Efficient user of water

› Aphid tolerant
› High palatability

➜ NOTE: Pallaton Raphno® is sold under an agency agreement in a one hectare price (8kg/ha).

It is only available from accredited retailers.

THE FIVE TRAITS OF PALLATON INCLUDE:

HIGH FORAGE
YIELDS
FROM MULTIPLE
GRAZINGS

PLANT
PERSISTENCE
UNDER MULTIPLE
GRAZINGS

WATER USE
EFFICIENCY

APHID
TOLERANCE

GRAZING
FLEXIBILITY

“Its root system is amazing it’s very impressive,
I am impressed with how it performs on light country. If it gets
its roots down, it will be scary to see what this plant could do.
I’m going to double my area this coming spring and look at
trying to irrigate a small patch if we get enough winter rain to
fill my dams.”
Greg Sounness
Mount Barker, Western Australia

“We did a test plot last year and were so impressed with it, and
how the sheep performed on it, that we have sown half our
lamb forage down to it. It has impressive water use efficiency!”
Will Bignell
Bothwell, Tasmania

Will Bignell - Bothwell Tasmania

pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

13

brachiaria

Caatinga

Available with:

Available with:

Mekong Briz antha

Tropical

stylo

Uses

Beef

Sowing rate
8-10 kg/ha as
a sole pasture

Dairy

Hay

Sowing rate
3-5kg/ha within
a mixed pasture

Beef

Rainfall/Irrigation
500mm p.a

Late flowering with outstanding
dry matter production
Mekong is tolerant of waterlogging, salinity and acidic soils.
It is very resistant to heavy grazing, withstanding high stocking
densities over the wet season. Management is important as
it should not be allowed to become too rank. It is aggressive
against weeds.

›
›
›
›

Tolerant to periods of waterlogging
High dry matter production
Suitable for intensive grazing
Suitable for mixing with tropical grasses and legumes

Sowing rate
4-6 kg/ha as
a sole pasture

Dairy

Hay

Sowing rate
2-4kg/ha within
a mixed pasture

Rainfall/Irrigation
550mm p.a

High production and excellent
grazing across a range of soil
types
Caatinga stylo is a perennial pasture legume mixture of Unica
and Primar stylos. Caatinga has shown persistence across a
wide range of soil types over the past 20 years. Caatinga is suited
to heavy grazing situations and set stocking after establishment.

›
›
›
›

High quality grazing attributes
Tolerates frosts
Excellent drought tolerance
Can live for up to 4 years

AVAILABLE WITH OUR PATENTED ENVIROGRO® SEED TREATMENT PROCESS
Envirogro® seed treatment increases the bare seed count and purity of tropical and subtropical grasses. In the bare form,
many varieties can be difficult to establish because of the low flowability characteristics and can potentially contain weeds
or other contaminants. Envirogro® is a patented seed treatment process that can remove these common problems.
Seed is processed and cleaned to improve purity, uniformity and bare seed count. It is then treated with an insecticide
(Gaucho® ) and coated giving each seedling a better chance to survive, thus reducing the risk of establishment failure.
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Supporting you in more ways
For more information on our products or for some friendly advice
please contact us using the details below. Make it homegrown feed.
Northern Regional Sales Team

Southern Regional Sales Team

Nathan Surawski

David Squibb

Northern Region Sales Manager
South eastern Queensland
0429 637 034
nsurawski@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Southern Region Sales Manager
Tasmania
0425 790 222
dsquibb@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Jonathon Tink

Barry Varcoe

Sales Agronomist
Central New South Wales
0418 329 243
jtink@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Senior Sales Agronomist
South Australia & Hamilton Victoria
0425 700 442
bvarcoe@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Josh Hack

Emma Goodall

Sales Agronomist
Northern New South Wales
0418 213 898
jhack@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Sales Agronomist
Western Victoria
0437 945 864
egoodall@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Gerry Dogao

Robert Mathieson

Sales Agronomist
Central & Northern Queensland
0407 113 719
gdogao@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Sales Agronomist
Northern Victoria
0418 296 113
rmathieson@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Nathan Tognela

Bruce Ramsey

Sales Agronomist
Western Australia & Northern Territory
0419 312 156
ntognela@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Sales Agronomist
Southern New South Wales
0408 313 240
bramsey@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Jake Frecklington
National Support

Jason Agars

Sales Agronomist
Gippsland, Victoria
0427 150 278
jfrecklington@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

National Sales and Marketing Manager
0417 069 817
jagars@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Product Development

Stephanie Hodge

Isaac Berry

Marketing Coordinator
0429 932 446
shodge@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

National Product Development Manager
0407 908 437
iberry@pggwrightsonseeds.com.au

Disclaimer
Results will vary depending on all circumstances. PGG Wrightson Seeds (Australia)
Pty Ltd and its officers, employees, contractors, agents, advisers and licensors
of intellectual property (PGG Wrightson Seeds (Australia) Pty Ltd) provide no
assurances, guarantees or warranties in relation to any advice, information, cultivar
or product, other than those that must be provided by law. To the extent permitted
by law PGG Wrightson Seeds (Australia) Pty Ltd excludes all liability, and has no

liability to anyone, however arising, from or in relation any advice, information,
cultivar or product.
Intellectual Property
Stamina, Raphno and Concord are registered trademark of PGG Wrightson Seeds
Limited in Australia.
Endo5 and AR37 are used is listed under licence from Grasslanz Technology Limited.

